yo                                             Paracelsus

their actions are determined by astral influences. This en-
ables astrologers to prophesy events which depend on the
actions of the multitude.''

Assuming influences of the stars upon the body, since each
star was supposed to exude a particular kind of vapor, Para-
celsus went on to explain why one affects the head, another the
liver, and so on, for each organ according to its susceptibility
to specific poisons.

Astrology, as accepted by Albertus Magnus and Paracelsus,
was an attempt to understand character structure in terms of a
universal law. Moreover, it was then the most perfect example
of a mathematical science. Although it remained vague about
the relations of cause and effect, it did picture the universe as
a self-regulating mechanism. Far from being superstitious, the
astrological world view rather excluded those freaks of nature
which are the basis of superstitious practices. Astrology was a
step in the direction of a scientific philosophy. Its concepts were
incompatible with belief in demons and other non-natural
causes of diseases. A biologist who studied the body as a work-
ing whole and a functioning system could not possibly, at the
same time, admit that a demon might invade it, that it could
be a spirit after death, that it could be in two places simul-
taneously, and the like.

DEMONS
Yet, here was a great difficulty. It was held to be common
knowledge that demons and ghosts populate nature. Their ap-
pearance was recorded in the most authoritative books. They
were held responsible for everything out of the ordinary, and
for many commonplace events, too. Paracelsus himself had
manifold proof of their mischievous works. In his own psy-